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Dear Putney alumni, parents, and friends,

The most fundamental debate in the educational
world is that between those who see education
primarily as preparation for the workforce, and
those who see it as preparation for citizenry.
The central theme of the early progressives was
“education for democracy,” rather than for the
industrial workforce. Today American politicians
of all stripes talk of education almost exclusively

in economic terms, leaving the democracy to

fend for itself.

Not only does Putney insist on civic engagement,
but the articles in this issue highlight the fact
that we believe, as Mrs. Hinton did, that
international cultural fluency is crucial to

our endeavors.

In this issue David Crary '69 describes working
in South Africa under apartheid, and the cultural
forces which made the transition to democracy
possible (page 16). At the time he arrived there,
my husband and I were working just across the
border in Botswana, at a school founded to be a

model for a “post racial” society in South Africa.

Botswana quickly became the model democracy
in the region, and the school a model of educa-
tion for a democratic society, both for Botswana

and, ultimately, for South Africa.

In South Africa the economic changes that
needed to accompany the end of apartheid were
of course an important driver for the educational
system, and currently the increasing economic
inequality in our own country is threatening

our ability to govern ourselves. Nevertheless,

it seems that if the U.S. continues to design
education with the narrow goal of employability,
we are heading towards disaster politically.
The capacity for civil discourse and rational
thought that are so crucial for a free citizenry
(hence “liberal arts”) are increasingly missing

from our public life.

One of Putney’s goals for its students is that they
should become active citizens, in whatever way
makes sense to them. We let them practice here,
as they help run the school, with the caveat
that they need to find consensus rather than



51 percent. We also seck ways in which they can become

involved in a larger civic and political life, and not just as

observers. We aim to have the lessons learned on this campus

prepare students to be useful as citizens and stewards both of

the world and of their own communities.

—Emily
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NIREY '11 HELPED CREATE THIS
COLLAGE ON MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. DAY THIS YEAR AS
PART OF AN AFTERNOON
BREAK-OUT GROUP.

The
Putney
School

7th

The Putney School

Elm Lea Farm
418 Houghton Brook Road
Putney, VT 05346
802-387-5566
www.putneyschool.org

Emily H. Jones, Director

2010-2011 Trustees

Tonia Wheeler P '99, Chair

Ira T. Wender P’77, ’89, Co-Vice Chair
Joshua Rabb Goldberg '75, Co-Vice Chair
Randall Smith, Treasurer

Pat Dodge, Clerk

Glenn Littledale '76, P’12, 14, Faculty Trustee
Janine Hamilton '73, P’11, Faculty Trustee
Lyssa Jackson '12, Student Trustee
Innocent Ndubuisi-Obi 12, Student Trustee
Wilfredo Benitez 81

Judd Burstein '71

Jill Carr P09

Tim Daly '74, P’'07

Joan Williams Farr ’49

Freddy Friedman P12

Margaret L. Jemison '78

Emily H. Jones

Peggy King Jorde '76, P10

William P. Kellett G’'02

Christopher Lehmann-Haupt '52
William New, M.D.

Franz W. Paasche '79

Peter Pereira 52

Robert G. Raynolds 69

Marni Rosner ’69, P’04,'07

Mary Calder Rower 58, P’80, ‘81, G'07
Katherine R. Sailer '71

Anne S. Stephens

James E. Thompson '74

Trustees Emeriti

Barbara Barnes '41

Kate Ganz Belin '62

Sarah Gray Gund 60

George Heller’42, P’70, '72, '74,°79, G'99, 01
Kendall Landis ’42, P'73,'79

Bici Binger Pettit-Barron '48, P'77,79, G'07

The Putney Post is published twice

yearly for the alumni, parents, and friends

of The Putney School. We welcome your
comments and ideas. Please direct your
correspondence to: The Editor, Putney Post,
Elm Lea Farm, 418 Houghton Brook Road,
Putney, VT 05346; 802-387-6238;

e-mail: putneypost@putneyschool.org

Editorial Board: Christie Baskett, Rick Cowan,
Don Cuerdon, Alison Frye, Emily Jones

Publisher: Don Cuerdon

Director of Communications

Editor: Alison Frye

Alumni Relations Manager
Alumni Relations Manager: Alison Frye
Director of Development: Christie Baskett

Photographs: Don Cuerdon, Alison Frye,
Clennon L. King '78, Georgina Graff 12,

The Putney School archives
woodwardesign

Please send address corrections and

new phone numbers to the Alumni Office,
The Putney School, Elm Lea Farm,

418 Houghton Brook Road,

Putney, V'T 05346;

phone: 802-387-6213; fax: 802-387-5931;

e-mail: cfogg@putneyschool.org

“WE SHOULD CONSTANTLY REMEMBER THAT THE MOST
IMPORTANT GOAL OF ALL TEACHING IS THE DEVELOPMENT OF
SOUND CHARACTER. WE WANT THE STUDENTS TO BE
WHOLESOME, HONEST, CONSIDERATE, RESPONSIBLE,
SELF-DISCIPLINED PEOPLE, WITH A SENSITIVE SPIRITUAL ATTITUDE
TOWARDS LIFE; DEDICATED, THE MORE THEY UNDERSTAND MAN
AND THE UNIVERSE, TO STRIVING CONSCIOUSLY FOR A

MORE HUMANE, JUST AND COOPERATIVE WORLD.”

— CARMELITA HINTON, LETTER TO THE FACULTY, 1952




