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The most fundamental debate in the educational 
world is that between those who see education 
primarily as preparation for the workforce, and 
those who see it as preparation for citizenry.  
The central theme of the early progressives was 
“education for democracy,” rather than for the 
industrial workforce. Today American politicians 
of all stripes talk of education almost exclusively 
in economic terms, leaving the democracy to 
fend for itself. 

Not only does Putney insist on civic engagement, 
but the articles in this issue highlight the fact  
that we believe, as Mrs. Hinton did, that  
international cultural fluency is crucial to  
our endeavors.

In this issue David Crary ’69 describes working 
in South Africa under apartheid, and the cultural 
forces which made the transition to democracy 
possible (page 16). At the time he arrived there, 
my husband and I were working just across the 
border in Botswana, at a school founded to be a 
model for a “post racial” society in South Africa. 

Botswana quickly became the model democracy 
in the region, and the school a model of educa-
tion for a democratic society, both for Botswana 
and, ultimately, for South Africa. 

In South Africa the economic changes that 
needed to accompany the end of apartheid were 
of course an important driver for the educational 
system, and currently the increasing economic 
inequality in our own country is threatening  
our ability to govern ourselves. Nevertheless,  
it seems that if the U.S. continues to design  
education with the narrow goal of employability,  
we are heading towards disaster politically.  
The capacity for civil discourse and rational 
thought that are so crucial for a free citizenry 
(hence “liberal arts”) are increasingly missing  
from our public life. 

One of Putney’s goals for its students is that they 
should become active citizens, in whatever way 
makes sense to them. We let them practice here, 
as they help run the school, with the caveat 
that they need to find consensus rather than  
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Dear Putney alumni, parents, and friends,



51 percent. We also seek ways in which they can become 
involved in a larger civic and political life, and not just as 
observers. We aim to have the lessons learned on this campus 
prepare students to be useful as citizens and stewards both of  
the world and of their own communities. 

—Emily
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“We should constantly remember that the most  

important goal of all teaching is the development of  

sound character. We want the students to be  

wholesome, honest, considerate, responsible,  

self-disciplined people, with a sensitive spiritual attitude  

towards life; dedicated, the more they understand man  

and the universe, to striving consciously for a  

more humane, just and cooperative world. ” 

— carmelita Hinton, Letter to the faculty, 1952

NiRey ’11 helped create this 

collage on Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day this year as  

part of an afternoon  

break-out group.


